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further off than ever, for a new issue had arisen to
divide Conservative opinion. This was the question
formidable, fundamental, far-reaching, and little
understood, of the Government of India.

As far as Mr. Chamberlain is concerned, he has
never pretended to any great or expert knowledge
of the affairs of India. He had never visited the
country, and his heavy departmental duties pre-
cluded that measure of study necessary to base an
authoritative opinion on so vexed and complicated
a question. Temperamentally, however, he was in
favour of the exercise of self-government and of
training people for it, even where it must be viewed
as to some extent experimental. But this view was
by no means universal throughout the Conservative
Party, and many who knew India best felt profound
misgivings at the hostages which it was proposed to
give to fortune in the East. Once again the Con-
servative popular press lent its powerful support
to the opposition to Mr. Baldwin's policy of co-
operating in granting self-government to India. In
January of 1931 a brilliant figure, partial at that
time to the doctrine of Free Trade and therefore not
associated with Protectionist opposition to official
Conservatism, detached himself from the ranks to
lead the Opposition to Indian policy; Mr. Churchill
withdrew from the Conservative Shadow Cabinet.

Mr. Churchill's withdrawal left Mr. Chamberlain
without obvious rivals for the reversion to the Con-
servative Leadership after Mr. Baldwin. The only
likely candidate was Sir Austen, but he was some
years older than Mr. Baldwin, and had also been
mainly identified of recent years with foreign affairs
which in 1930 were not considered to be the best
passport to the Premiership* In fact even before
the withdrawal of Mr. Churchill, who had been
technically his superior in the late Conservative